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ROAR 
December, 2006 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Election time for Top Cats is December 5, 
2006. Don't be frightened, the barbaric state 
and national agenda of negative campaign- 
ing will not happen on this watch. The 
Nominating Committee of Chair Jim Heniff, 
Sandy Vernon, Wayne Kirkpatrick, George 
Lax, Ric Case and Rob Mann presented a 
slate of one candidate for each office. That 
eliminates the need to reinforce the "no-elec- 
tioneering" code we strive to achieve each 
year. This is not a slate to be rubber stamped 
by the membership but rather a cross section 
of members with attributes that include a 
long Top Cats history, experience at manag- 
ing committees, fresh ideas, a desire to make 
changes and improvements, and willingness 
to devote the time and energy for our bene- 
fit. 

Do I expect this board to be better than the 
present? You bet! Why? Why not! Top Cats 
is a work in progress that includes improve-
ments in the type and number of rides avail-
able, options in activities, expanded safety 
classes and apparel, cycle maintenance, and 
travel tips. The new board will have some 
bumps in the road, or not, and continue in 
the tradition of the best riding club in the 
USA. Show up, speak up, and vote your 
approval of the proposed slate of officers 
and directors of Top Cats 2007. 

In addition to the presentation of the slate for 
2007, Top Cats attending the November "off 
site" meeting were proffered a Mexican buf- 

fet, a slightly out- of-sync president, and 
some good conversation after the required 
presentations. Larry Scalzitti is looking for 
some additional member participation in the 
Long Ride group. This year participation in 
pick-up rides was encouraged at several 
meetings recommending Broken Oar as a 
starting point on weekends. To balance that, 
long rides were discussed at general meet-
ings and included favorite destinations, 
routes, and stops members could enjoy. At 
any given time, either option can be the best 
thing you can do with your clothes on. A 
couple hours, or a couple days with another 
Top Cat, your iron horse, and the subtle thun-
der of a V-Twin, (or?) and you have the mak-
ing of a sweet memory. 

A few weeks back, Traveler and I rode a 180-
mile route North that included a stop at a 
great coffee and sandwich shop, some out-
standing side roads and sunshine dancing in 
the fall colors. After forty + miles, my vision 
was limited to one eye. It was worth the ride 
to finish the 140 miles because one would 
have missed the best parts that included stop-
ping for coffee and exchanging suggestions 
on improving the route. Two people, nice 
route, a couple Harleys and a day to remem-
ber. It's that easy! 

See you all at the next meeting! 

Chuck Prettyman 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Prettyman Chuck President 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Brandt Gary VP 847-546-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Marcyan Carlton Treasurer 312-218-5560 cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Heniff Jim Past Pres. 847 381-5357 jheniff@mailstation.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Malia Thomas Director 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Schaffer Don Director 847-564-1489 numbersman@cjbs.com  

COMMITTEES 

Malia Thomas Charity 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
Case Ric GRASS 847-550-6543 rcase@comcast.net  
Lunde John Road Captains 847-459-2488 monger1@hotmail.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Swearingen Scott Webmaster 630-327-8139 Scott@inetguys.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 630-327-8139 Bcarmody@email.com  
Ryan William Sgt at Arms 847-524-1044 ryanbuildr@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES  
December 2006 

Date Ride/Event Location Destination Time Leader 
Dec 05 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Dec 12 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 

January - April 2007 

Jan 02 General Meeting Durty Nellies 	Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Jan 09 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm Top Cats Board 
Feb 06 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm Presidnt 
Feb 10 Top Cats Banquet Milrose Brewery S. Barrington TBD Top Cats Board 
Feb 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm Top Cats Board 
Feb 25 GRASS Class ConnieOs Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30am R. Case 
Mar 06 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm President 
Mar 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm Top Cats Board 
Apr 10 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm President 
Apr 17 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm Top Cats Board 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
(November 7, 2006) 

By Keith Zawila 

President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting to order 
at 7:24 pm at Duke O'Brien's. 

We welcomed the following guests: Mike Gicnik (guest 
of Ron Freudenberger), Devin Smith (guest of Carol 
Hornsby), and Joan DeRango 
(guest of Dan & Peggy Strickler). 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
Greg Smith provided updates on activities. He 

and Muriel Brandt will continue coordinating activities 
for 2007. If you led a ride this past year, would you con-
sider doing it again? Greg had a couple of sheets with 
the equivalent 2007 dates as our rides in 2006. Please 
consider getting an early start for next year's season. You 
will have a 'lock' on your ride date between now and the 
December General meeting. 

Greg also mentioned we'll try to have some kind 
of event for each of our winter months. 

Muriel reminded everyone of the NISRA lun-
cheon on November 18th. An e-mail will be sent to the 
membership about this event. 

Larry Scalzitti (Long Distance Rides). Larry informed 
us his committee plans to research some long distance 
rides, and will meet about 13 hour prior to our General 
meetings. If you're interested, please contact Larry or 
come early. Ideas are welcome. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Welcomed all of our guests and reminded them 

to see Membership members if they'd like any addition-
al information about us. 

Lynn mentioned she, Greg Smith, and John 
LaMonica will be co-chairing the Charity Ride this year. 
Since lots of work is needed to make this successful, 
we're getting an early start on it. The date for the event 
will be July 29th. 

Bob Carmody introduced new member Tom 
Nichols, and presented him with his nametag. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Reminded everyone about the Accident Scene 

Management course for our membership to be held on 
Saturday, December 2nd at Lamb's Farm. It will run 
from 8:30 - 5:00. The cost for the course is $35/person 
(check payable to Top Cats). Registrations will be 
accepted up to Tuesday, November 14th. 

Introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick who provided a 
safety tip. He was reminded recently on the need to be  

especially careful about tire pressure at this time of year. 
With variations in air temperature, road moisture, 
leaves, and cold tires, make it a habit to check your tire 
pressure more often. 

In Windy's absence, Keith introduced Peggy 
Strickler (MSF) who called on Larry Scalzitti (MSF 
Instructor) for a safety tip. 'Risk' is something we con-
front every day and can control. Rider readiness is 
important, and the best way to handle risk factors is to 
apply a strategy to the way you ride. There are 6 com-
ponents often mentioned for handling risk: Mental readi-
ness, physical readiness, proper protective gear, under-
standing your limitations and abilities, understanding 
your motorcycle's limitations and abilities, and road con-
ditions. Also, to reduce your risk, remember visibility is 
an important issue (what you can see, and how you can 
be seen). Larry mentioned a recent article in Motorcycle 
Consumer News that noted some statistics from the 
NHTSB. Protective Gear and helmets offer better pro-
tection from injury. 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer). We have $2,470.21 in our 
Charity Ride account, and $7,059.37 in our Operating 
Account. 

Don Schaffer (Director). Mentioned an e-mail was sent 
to the membership about collecting ride photos from this 
year, so we can add them to our website. 

Jim Heniff (Past President) 
Announced the official slate for our upcoming 2007 elec-
tions (previously presented and approved by the Board 
of Directors). This is an unusual year, in that there is 
only 1 candidate for each of the available positions. The 
candidates are: 

Gary Brandt - President 
John Lunde - Vice-President 
Keith Zawila - Secretary 
Tom Malia - Treasurer 
Andy Konsewicz - Director 

These are the candidates the membership will have the 
opportunity to vote for at the December meeting. An 
absentee ballot will be available in ROAR. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 pm. 



TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2006 

By Keith Zawila 

Board Members: 
Present: Chuck Prettyman, Gary Brandt, Keith Zawila, Lynn Adams, Windy Krepel, Torn Malia, 
Don Schaffer, Jim Heniff 

Absent: Carlton Marcyan 

Proceedings: 
President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

The Minutes from the October meeting, previously distributed, were approved. 

Chuck Prettyman (President) 
Reported on our financials in Treasurer Carlton Marcyan's absence. The latest Profit and Loss Statement was 
distributed. We currently have approximately $5,600 in our Operating account. The Charity Ride balance is 
$2,400. The statements were approved subject to a request from the Charity Committee for a detailed printout 
in order for them to compare the Club statements with the informal records maintained by the Committee. Don 
will assist with obtaining the printouts. 

Jim Heniff (Past President) 
Presented an update on upcoming elections. Information has been included in the latest edition of ROAR. After 
some discussion on different ways to hold the election, the Slating Committee decided to continue with our nor-
mal ballot system. A discussion ensued on various aspects of the election. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
We have 7 rides scheduled on our 2007 calendar. We discussed the Annual Banquet (February 10). Chuck is 
working on details for it. Some Board members said they will attempt getting door prizes. 
Another item discussed is the expense of producing ROAR. The ROAR review Committee should look at ways 
to reduce this expense as part of their review. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Reported that membership due renewals are rapidly approaching. A discussion ensued on various ways to dis- 
tribute the renewals to the membership. Gary volunteered to have Activities e-mail the renewals to each mem- 
ber. After discussion on the current due structure, the Board decided to retain them at the same rate as last year. 

Don Schaffer (Director) 
Updated us on some options being reviewed for our website. One of them is Club Express. If you go to 
ClubExpress.com  (which you can locate thru Google), you'll see a demo option on the main screen (upper por-
tion of the screen). Follow that link into a demo of this site. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Provided an update on the Accident Scene Management seminar. We have 19 members scheduled to take the 
course. Since we are at the end of the year, the Board asked if the Safety Committee would attend the next Board 
meeting to provide an update on the status and results of their goals for 2006. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for December 12th, 7:30 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 pm. 



2007 Elections 
By Jim Heniff, Nominating Committee 

The 2007 Election of Officers and Directors will be 
held during the General Membership Meeting on 
December 5,2006. This year the membership will be 
ratifying a slate of candidates with no contested 
positions. How did we get to this point in the elec-
tion process? 

*The President of Top Cats, Chuck 
Prettymam, appointed the Past Presidents to be the 
Nominating Committee. 

*The Nominating Committee invited those 
wishing to seek office to submit their intentions to 
run to the Committee by October 20, 2006. 

*The Nominating Committee determined 
the eligibility of each candidate seeking office. 
Interviews of the candidates by the Nominating 
Committee took place at this time. Each candidate 
for office was requested to submit a brief bio to be 
published in ROAR. 

*The slate of candidates was presented to the 
Board of Top Cats seeking their approval to 
announce the slate to the membership.This year it 
was done electronically. Usually it is part of the 
October Board Meeting. 

*The Election Slate is announced at the 
November General Meeting to the membership. 

*The Officers and Directors are voted on at 
the December 5th General Membership Meeting. 

* The newly elected Officers and Directors 
will commence their duties on the first day of 2007. 

Please show your support for these members run-
ning for office by attending the meeting and voting. 
If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may 
indicate your approval by contacting a member of 
the Nominating Committee by Email or phone. Jim 
Heniff, 847 381-5357 or jheniff@mailstation.com , 
Sandy Vernon, 847634-6402 or vern693@aol.com , 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, 847 854-4137 or wkirk-
pa177@aol.com, George Lax, 847 533-5236 or 
grghst30@aol.com, Ric Case, 847 550-6543 or ric-
case@comcast.net, Rob Mann, 847 537-8969 or 
mowman13@aol.com . 

PRESENTING 
By Jim Heniff, Nominating Committee 

The nominating process resulted in filling all vacat-
ed positions with qualified nominees and, no candi-
dates running opposed. The Slate for the election of 
Officers and Directors of Top Cats-Illinois for 2007 
i s E 

2007 Executive Committee  
President - Gary Brandt 
Vice President - John Lunde 
Secretary - Keith Zawila 
Treasurer - Tom Malia 
Past President * Chuck Prettyman 

2007 - 2008 Directors **  
Director - Andy Konsewicz 

The election will be held at the December 5th 
General Meeting. Show your support by voting. 

* Non elected position 
** Three Director Positions terms do not expire until 
the end of 2007. Hence, only one position will be 
filled at elections 



Fun with Greg and Jane 	 Risk Acceptance 
By NumbersMan - Don Schaffer 

Yes, the weather has been awful for a month. Rain and 
far below normal temps have been the rule, so even my 
short daily rides to the office have been less than enjoy-
able, so the email inviting Top Cats to a pickup ride on 
the first decent Sunday in a month was more than wel-
come. 

The NumbersMan joined Jane and Greg Smith, Muriel 
and Gary Brandt on a cold but sunny Sunday before 
Halloween for a short ride out to the Sycamore Pumpkin 
Festival. Jim Heniff joined us for the early part of the 
ride, but had to get back for other chores after reaching 
South Elgin. Greg picked a great route for a cool weath-
er ride from our start point in Palatine. We wound 
around through small residential and rural streets, until 
we got past the Fox River. The modest speeds were great 
for temps in the low 40's. As it warmed up a bit, we 
rolled onto the more open 2 lane roads of the country-
side. 

After about 65 miles and one and one half hours we 
rolled into Sycamore, where it looked like every resident 
of the county was walking around the courthouse lawn 
looking at hundreds of uniquely decorated pumpkins. 
There were themes for every taste, from fright scenes to 
animals to families of pumpkins to TV characters. I 
especially liked the pumpkin decorated as Sponge Bob, 
one of my grandson's favorite characters. We turned 
onto Rt 64 where people were lining up their chairs to 
watch the big parade. I picked up an interesting hitch-
hiker at the start of the parade route, the White Sox mas-
cot. I rode down the parade route with this rather strange 
looking hairy green creature in a Sox uniform, surprising 
the rest of the group when I passed them going back to 
the start point. 

After finding a place to park we took in the highlight of 
the day, the food booths. Man, you ain't et nuttin' until 
you have had a pork chop sandwich from the Lions Club 
booth. The weather warmed up to about 50 degrees, per-
fect for a walk up and down the street, and a stroll 
through the decorated pumpkin contest display. Then it 
was back on the bikes for the ride home. Since it was 
warmer, the higher speeds on Routes 23 and 172 were 
perfect to put us home by mid afternoon. 

A ride doesn't have to be long to make it a good day. You 
just need an interesting route, a good destination, and of 
course another Top Cat or two to keep you company. 
Now, if we can just figure out how to delay winter just a 
bit longerEE 

By Larry Scalzitti 

Let's start by defining risk. The Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation (MSF) defines risk as "the chance or prob-
ability of injury, damage or loss." 

The bad news is every time we ride we chose to put 
ourselves at risk. In other words, every time we time 
we ride, we choose to take a chance that we may be 
injured, damage our bike or possibly die. So before we 
ride, we must acknowledge that some level of risk will 
always exist. 

The good news is that we can influence the amount of 
risk that we expose ourselves to. The University of 
Oregon Rider Training Program (TORTP) uses the 
phrase Rider Readiness to describe this process. By 
recognizing and accepting the risks associated with 
motorcycling we can develop strategies to manage 
risk. No sane rider intends to crash - but crashes hap-
pen - so we need to be prepared at all times. Dress like 
you are going to crash, but ride with an awareness and 
an inner confidence that will decrease your likelihood 
of crashing. 

There are six components of Rider Readiness. Each is 
briefly described here. 

Mental readiness. 
- You must stay focused on riding. 
- Don't let your mind be consumed by other 

issues. 
- Avoid anything that dulls your judgment or 

coordination. 

Physical readiness. 
- Be well rested. 
- Don't ride if you are excessively fatigued, 

stressed or preoccupied. 
- Avoid anything that hampers your judgment 

or coordination, including drugs or 
alcohol. 

Proper riding gear. 
- Do everything that you can to minimize 

injuries should a crash occur. 
- Good protective clothing seals out the elements 

and helps keep you sharp and focused on riding. 



Understand your abilities and limitations. 
- Do not exceed your abilities. Ride within 

your skill set. 
- Improve your skills in small steps. Be patient 
& keep practicing. No one becomes an expert 
overnight. 

Know your motorcycle. 
- Stay within the limits of your bike. Don't ask 
your bike to do things it just can't do. 

Be aware of riding conditions. 
- Awareness of road, weather and traffic 
conditions will help you be more aware 

and be pre-pared for the risk ahead. 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 
recently held its first major forum on the fastest grow-
ing cause of US highway fatalities - motorcycle crash-
es. There is an excellent summary of that report in the 
current issue of The Motorcycle Consumer News. 

Some statistics worth noting from a 2005 National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
study follow. Please note that these are just the facts, 
no interpretation, no manipulation of data, just the 
facts. 

- 4,553 motorcyclists died in riding accidents. 
Motorcycles represent only 2% to 3% of all registered 
vehicles, they account for over 10% of all motor vehi-
cle fatalities. 

- 115% increase in the number of motorcycle 
fatalities in the last eight years with the 40 plus age 
group representing the largest number of deaths. Note 
that the number of fatalities outpaced the increase in 
riders. 

- Of the 4.553 riders that died in accidents last 
year, almost half were not wearing a helmet and in the 
30 states that do not require a helmet, about two thirds 
of the fatally injured riders were not wearing a helmet. 

- Half of the fatalities reported were related to 
negotiating a curve prior to the crash. 

- Almost one third of the fatally injured oper-
ators did not have a proper license. 

- Nearly 60 percent of motorcyclist fatalities 
occur at night. 

Some of the forum participants had these comments to 
make. 

- David Thom, best know for his work on the 
Hurt Report, advised that riders that don't wear hel-
mets are three times more likely to be killed if  

involved in an accident. He also went on to say that 
there is no basis in fact for the belief that helmets 
reduce peripheral vision, cause neck injuries or create 
hearing problems. 

- Andy Goldfine, founder of Aero Design and 
Manufacturing, advised protective gear does an excel-
lent job of protecting against the most common 
injuries to arms and legs. 

- Steve Garets, of Team Oregon, reported that 
an Oregon rider study revealed that 88% of fatal 
motorcycle accidents are the fault of the motorcycle 
operator. 

A quick look at current accident analysis reports and 
the findings of the NTSB forum reveal a number of 
things that we can do to minimize our exposure to risk. 

1. Always wear a helmet. 
2. Always wear protective gear. 
3. Never ride under the influence. 
4. Ride only in good weather conditions. 
5. Ride responsibly. 
6. Assume you're invisible, constantly 

scan the road. 
7. Ride extra defensively. 
8. Take the MSF courses on a regular and 
recurring basis. 

The bottom line is that YOU have to accept responsi-
bility for your ride every time you climb on the bike. 
You and you alone ultimately control the amount of 
risk that you expose yourself to. You and you alone 
must determine just how much risk you are willing to 
tolerate. Please consider the consequences of the risk 
you take before you ride. 

References: 
MSF Rider Coach BRC and ERC Guides 
Team Oregon BRT Instructor's Guide 
Motorcycle Consumer News November Issue 
www.motorcycle-accidents.com/pages/stats.html  
www.webbikeworld.com/Motorcycle-
Safety/crash.htm  
http://home1.gte.net/resOak9f/bike.htm  
http://ueba.com.br/forum/index.php?show-
topic=19607&hl  



Top Ten Reasons Why Harley 
Riders Don't Wave Back 

Submitted By Traveler 

10. Afraid it will invalidate warranty 
9. Leather and studs make it too heavy to raise 
arm 
8. Refuse to wave to anyone whose bike is 
already paid for 
7. Afraid to let go of handlebars because they 
might vibrate off 
6. Wind would blow scabs off the new tattoos 
5. Angry! Just took out second mortgage to pay 
luxury tax on new Harley 
4. Discovered that H-D suspension is made by 
Honda 
3. Can't tell if other riders are waving or just 
reaching to cover their ears 
2. Remembers the last time a Harley rider waved 
back, he impaled his hand on spiked helmet 
1. Too tired from hours of polishing all that 
chrome to lift their arms 

Top Ten Reasons Why Gold Wing Riders 
Don't Wave Back 

10. Wasn't sure if other rider was waving or mak-
ing an obscene gesture 
9. Afraid of frostbite if hand is removed from 
heated grip 
8. Arthritis makes it difficult to raise arm 
7. Reflection from etched windshield blinded 
him 
6. The on-board espresso machine just finished 
5. Was actually asleep when other rider waved 
4. Was in a three-way conference call with stock-
broker and accessories dealer 
3. Was distracted by odd shaped blip on radar 
screen 
2. Was simultaneously adjusting the air suspen-
sion, seat height, programmable CD player, seat 
temperature and satellite navigation system 
1. Couldn't find the "auto wave back" button on 
dashboard 

Top 10 Reasons Sportbikers Don't Wave 
Back 

10. They have not been riding long enough to know 
they're supposed to 
9. They're going too fast to have time enough to 
register the movement and respond 
8. You weren't wearing bright enough gear 
7. If they stick their arm out going that fast they'll 
rip it out of the socket 
6. Too occupied trying to get rid of their chicken 
strips 
5. They look way too cool with both hands on the 
bars or they don't want to unbalance themselves 
while standing on the tank 
4. Their skin tight-kevlar-ballistic-nylon-kangaroo-
leather suits prevent any position other than fetal 
3. Raising an arm allows bugs into the armholes of 
their tank tops 
2. It's too hard to do one-handed stoppies 
1. They were too busy slipping their flip-flop back 
on 

Top Ten Reasons Why BMW Riders 
Don't Wave Back 

10. New Aerostich suit too stiff to raise arm 
9. Removing a hand from the bars is considered 
"bad form" 
8. Your bike isn't weird enough looking to justify 
acknowledgement 
7. Too sore from a 100-mile day on a stock "com-
fort" seat 
6. Too busy programming the GPS, monitoring 
radar, listening to ipod, XM, or talking on the cell 
phone 
5. He's an Iron Butt rider and you're not! 
4. Might get caught waving to a real motorcyclist 
3. You're not riding the "right kind" of BMW 
2. You haven't been properly introduced 
1. Afraid it will be misinterpreted as a friendly ges-
ture 



Kaution Korner 
By Bard Boand 

While motorcycling with the legendary Helge Pedersen and 
the Globeriders on World Tour 2006 this summer, I found 
the Chinese Rules of the Road to really work, creating actu-
ally a safer riding environment than found in the USA. 
Because there are relatively no rules in China, peoples 
AWARENESS is always acutely 110% and traffic always 
MOVES even in the most populated areas of China. Its 
amazing that with 1.7 billion people, and what appears to 
be a free for all on the roadways, once you get the rythum 
down, I actually felt safer than here. Read the following 
China Rules of the Road, which appear to be Crazy and 
utter madness, with the thought in mind of how important 
AWARENESS and SKILL LEVEL is, and you will under-
stand the humor is actually a reality of safety. (Editor's 
Note: For US application, simply replace the word China 
with California.) 

Good list of China rules:  
Rule 1, there are lots of rules, to be learned and followed. 
Rule 2, there are no rules. 
Rule 3: both rules 1 and 2 can be simultaneously applied. 

China's Rules of the Road:  
Traveling on Chinese roads is an hallucinatory experience 
of movement, color, sound and emotions. It is frequently 
heart-rending, sometimes hilarious, mostly exhilarating, 
and always unforgettable -- and, when you are on the 
roads, extremely dangerous. Most Chinese drivers observe 
a version of the Rules of the Road based on an Jiaguwen, 
or Oracle Bone Script. 

ARTICLE I: The assumption of immortality is required of 
all road users. 

ARTICLE II: Chinese traffic, like their society, is structured 
on a strict caste system. The following precedence must be 
accorded at all times. In descending order, give way to: 
ducks, chickens, official cars, heavy trucks, buses, camels, 
light trucks, sheep, jeeps, ox-carts, horses, private cars, 
motorcycles, scooters, auto-rickshaws, pigs, pedal rick-
shaws, goats, bicycles (goods-carrying), handcarts, bicy-
cles (passenger-carrying), dogs and, last of all, pedestri-
ans. 

ARTICLE III: All wheeled vehicles shall be driven in accor-
dance with the maxim: to slow is to falter, to brake is to fail, 
to stop is defeat. This is the Chinese driver's mantra. 

ARTICLE IV: Use of horn (also known as the sonic fender 
or aural amulet): 

Cars: Short blasts (urgent) indicate supremacy, that is, in 
clearing dogs, auto-rickshaws and pedestrians from the 
intended path. 

oncoming truck: "I am going too fast to stop, so unless you 
slow down we shall both die!" In extreme cases this may be 
accompanied by flashing of headlights (frantic). 

Single blast (casual) means: "I have seen someone out of 
China's 1.3 billion people whom I recognize" or "There is a 
bird in the road (which at this speed could go through my 
windscreen)" or "I have not blown my horn for several min-
utes. 

"Trucks and buses: All horn signals have the same mean-
ing, viz: "I have an all-up weight of approximately 12.5 tons 
and have no intention of stopping, even if I could." This sig-
nal may be emphasized by the use of flashing headlights. 

Article IV remains subject to the provision of Order of 
Precedence in Article II above. 

ARTICLE V: For all maneuvers, use of the horn and eva-
sive action shall be left until the last possible moment. 

ARTICLE VI: In the absence of seat belts (which there is), 
car occupants shall wear Buddhist Mala bracelets (com-
monly referred to as 'power' beads). These bracelets 
should be kept securely fastened at all times. (See Articles 
I and X). Optional are wedding licence plate covers. 

ARTICLE VII: Rights of way: Traffic entering a road from 
the right has priority. So has traffic from the left, and also 
traffic in the middle. 

Lane discipline: All Chinese traffic at all times and irrespec- 
tive of direction of travel shall occupy the center of the road. 

Lane discipline: In the event of jammed traffic, all usable 
lanes, such as emergency vehicle lanes, bus and bicycle 
lanes as well as sidewalks and lanes for oncoming traffic 
have to be occupied. 

ARTICLE VIII  
Roundabouts: China has no roundabouts. Apparent traffic 
islands in the middle of crossroads have no traffic man- 
agement function. Any other impression should be ignored. 

ARTICLE IX: Overtaking is mandatory. Every moving vehi-
cle is required to overtake every other moving vehicle, irre-
spective of whether it has just overtaken you. Passing 
should only be undertaken in suitable conditions, such as 
in the face of oncoming traffic, on blind bends, at junctions 
and in the middle of village/city centers. No more than 5 
centimeters should be allowed between your vehicle and 
the one you are passing -- and no more than 2.5 centime-
ters clearance in the case of bicycles or pedestrians. To 
make eye contact with an 'opposing' driver is to concede 
the road. 

ARTICLE X: Nirvana may be obtained through the head-
on crash. 
ARTICLE XI: Reversing: no longer applicable since no 

vehicle in China seems to have a reverse gear. 

Long blasts (desperate) denote supplication, that is, to an 
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Greetings Top Cats 
	 President 2007 

Now that the riding season has been replaced with the 
Holiday season we can look back at 2006 with satisfaction 
and pride. No major accidents or injuries, only a few 
mechanical breakdowns, and lots of roads traveled. 
Hopefully you felt that being a member of Top Cats was 
worth it. Not that everything was always perfect, but for 
the most part we enjoyed a controversy free year. We con-
tributed to other clubs charity events and launched a new 
version of ours that has the potential to rival anything in 
the area. 2007 will begin soon and before we know it, so 
will the riding season. A new board will take over next 
month and planning for 2007 is already getting underway. 
We talk a lot about the need for people to do things and I 
suppose we sound like a broken record. As I look back at 
this past years ROARS, it seems every month we had 
some type of request. Let's hope that next year we stay 
ahead of the curve so we can write about other stuff. 

To all of you that joined in 2006, we hope your Top Cats 
experience has been exceptional so far. It is the people in 
the club that make it what it is and you will soon see that 
the more you are involved, the more fun you will have. 
Many of us have found that the overnight rides are a great 
way to get to know your fellow Top Cats better. There 
were some great times this year and next year will be the 
same. Traveler often speaks of camaraderie and it's hard to 
feel that on day rides. We seem to have 3 to 4 overnight 
opportunities each year. In 2007 we expect to ride to 
Davenport once again for the Sturgis on the River Rally 
(one night), Door County (2 nights), Sturgis (many nights) 
and we shall see where else. Try and save a few vacation 
days for Sturgis week. It is a fun event, try not to be intim-
idated. The Top Cats haven't lost anyone yet. 

Most of the clubs email communication comes from a spe-
cial address set up just for this purpose, TCATSRSVP. 
Originally intended to get ride attendance feedback, it has 
become an easy way to send out emails to all members 
quickly. We are able to have a single mailing list that 
remains up to date. As long as email requests have some 
application to our clubs purpose they get sent. 

Please remember that when the email contains the author's 
information (which most do), replies should be sent direct-
ly to the author. The email will tell you if a direct reply is 
requested. Replies to the email address may not end up 
being forwarded. 

Have a great Holiday Season  

Greetings Top Cats: Serving you this past year as Vice 
President has been quite a learning experience and a lot of fun. 
Our club continues to evolve as the face of the membership 
changes. :72% of our members joined since 2000. The excite-
ment of our newer members has been high and we continue to 
see people step up and volunteer their time and energy. It is my 
hope that we will continue to move forward. We are brought 
together by the desire to ride and be with others who feel the 
same. To me, it's all about the riding. We also have a history of 
community involvement through our work with NISRA. 

Crisp clean communications which include improving the web 
site, well organized meetings with some occasional guests that 
speak on relevant topics and a continued focus on riding would 
be the core of the next Boards objectives. Improvement 
regarding ROAR and the method of delivery must be 
addressed. 

Biography: 
4 years of activity participation at rides and meetings. 
Activities Helper during 2004 season. 
Activities Leader during 2005. Used member inputs to develop 

ride calendar. 
Vice President for the 2006 season. Assisted Activities team. 
Road Captain 
Member Lake Shore HOG 

It is my belief that Top Cats awards are more for fun then sub-
stance and thus decided not to list them. 

Other Qualifications for Leadership Position: 
Experienced dealing with Groups/People. Possess strong orga-
nizational and communication skills, and am willing and able 
to listen to all thoughts and opinions. Am Passionate about the 
future of this club, and preserving its Culture and integrity 

John Lunde 
Vice-President 2007 

Brief Resume of Qualifications: 
Member since 1998 
1999 - Top Cats first Awards Banquet Chairman 
1999 & 2000 - Charity Committee 
2000 & 2002 - ROAR Editor 
2000 & 2002 - Served as Clubs first Communication 

Chairman 
2001 & 2002 -Membership Committee Chair 
2002 - Secretary of Top Cats 
2003 & 2004 - Vice-President Rolling Thunder 
2004 to 2006 - President Rolling Thunder 
Senior Road Captain 
2006 - Serving Senior Road Captain Committee 

Chairman 2006. 



Keith Zawila 
Secretary 2007 

I've enjoyed and appreciated being your Secretary this 
past year, and working for you on the Board. I ran for this 
position last year with the goal of making a contribution 
to the club. I feel the position of Secretary requires keep-
ing the membership informed 
of things that happen, and issues raised at both our 
General and Board meetings. I hope in your eyes, I have 
been able to accomplish that goal. 

I'd like to continue working with the Board, since I 
believe they are committed to making this the best riding 
club it can be. If you feel I've done what you expect of 
me, I ask your support for another year. If you feel I 
haven't lived up to your expectations, you have the right 
and duty to choose a replacement. In either any case, I 
respect your decision. Thanks 

Thomas C. "Top Cat" Malia 
Treasurer 2007 

I have been riding motorcycles for over 40 years. I got 
back into it seriously about ten years ago and joined Top 
Cats at its inception. I have served on the Board of 
Directors for the past year and was Chairman of the 2006 
Top Cat's-NISRA Fall Charity Ride. In addition, I have 
been a Road Captain for the last five years and have 
developed and led many rides. 

The following is my concept of what Top Cats should be: 

First and foremost we are, and should remain, a club 
focused on riding motorcycles. I would like to see us 
develop new and different rides including long-distance 
rides in addition to the annual ride to Sturgis. 

With riding as our primary focus, I would then emphasize 
three S's: 

Safety - Everything we do as organized riders should 
have an emphasis on safety. We should constantly strive 
to identify ways we can improve in this area. 

Social - A good deal of the enjoyment I get from riding is 
the friends I have met in the process. We should continue 
to emphasize this as a Club. Virgo's concept for Top Cats 
was that our Club serve as a forum for professionals to 
meet and share business ideas/opportunities. We should 
continue to promote/develop this aspect of our Club. 

Service- In addition to having a safe and enjoyable time 

riding motorcycles, our Club should strive to provide ser-
vice to our community. I am an advocate of NISRA. It is 
a good organization, with a great cause. They are here 
locally and we can readily see how our efforts/contribu-
tions improve the service NISRA is providing in our 
communities. 

In summary, I am attuned to the workings of our Club 
and its current and future leadership. I work in finance 
and am therefore confident I can handle the technical 
details of serving as the Club's Treasurer. 

Andy Konsewicz 
Director 2007 - 2008 

Hello Top Cats!! 

Being a Top Cat for the last three years has been filled 
with many wonderful experiences: 

- meeting new friends 
- learning more about our sport 
- making safety a priority and a way of life 
- and of course the great rides 

The rides are why I joined the Top Cats and I haven't 
been disappointed. The rest of my encounters have been 
huge bonus I never expected. Lately it occurs to me what 
a long strange trip it's been. 

The club has come a long way in the three short years I 
have been a member and I'd like to be a part of making 
the next three even better. 

Bio: 

- Three years of ride / meeting participation. 
- Membership Committee member 2005 / 6. 
- Charity Raffle Committee 2006 



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 

Keith Zawila 
1605 York Court 
Mundelein, IL 60060 


